












































ADDENDUM TO DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY GENERAL ORDERS NO. 2020–01
This table illustrates the purpose, staffing responsibility, required review, authentication authority, and release activity for common issuances used across HQDA.

Name Purpose / Description
Drafting/Staffing 
Responsibility

Required 
Review

Authentication 
Authority

Release 
Activity

Secretary of the Army 
Principal Official Guidance

An issuance or information memorandum the Secretary of the Army uses to establish or change 
policy or guidance and to task specific Principal Officials or commanders of Army commands to 
execute.

OPR1 Legal 
(if appropriate) SECARMY APD

Army Directive (AD) A temporary directive or information memorandum the Secretary of the Army uses to establish or 
change policy or guidance for distribution and applicability Armywide, effective for up to 2 years. OPR1 Legal SECARMY APD

Army Regulation (AR) A permanent directive that sets forth missions, responsibilities, and policies; delegates authority; 
or sets objectives to ensure uniform compliance with policies. OPR1 Legal AASA AASA

DA General Order (AGO) A permanent document containing material of general interest (permanent or semipermanent in 
duration) that falls within these categories:

organizational (relating to Army commands, installations, agencies, and activities);
assignment or reassignment; establishment or disestablishment; redesignation;
inactivation or discontinuance; closure; and general Court Martial Convening Authority
awards (for Army personnel and units, signed by the SECARMY or the President of the 
United States, and for foreign national personnel) and regimental affiliation change

OPR1 Legal SECARMY4 APD

DA Policy Notice 
(Replaced DA Memo)

A permanent directive with limited distribution that applies only to HQDA or HQDA and its field 
operating agencies. HQDA policy notices are effective until superseded or rescinded. OPR1 Legal AASA AASA

DA Pamphlet 
(DA PAM)

A permanent instructional publication. Unless mandated by an AR, procedures established in a
DA PAM are for guidance only and to establish optional or helpful methods of performing missions 
and functions, to define probable courses of action, and to explain how something is affected.

OPR1 APD APD Director APD

All Army Activities 
(ALARACT)

An Armywide electronic message HQDA distributes to issue instructions or information having 
worldwide Army use. ALARACT messages are not DA authenticated and must never be used to
establish, issue, or change policy. ALARACT messages are a quick response medium to 
communicate time-sensitive information Armywide. They may be used to announce the impending 
publication of changes to policies and procedures. ALARACTs expire no later than 12 months from
the date of dissemination.

OPR2 APD, Legal 
(if appropriate)

Principal 
Official or 
Deputy 

Principal 
Official

APD

HQDA Executive Order 
(EXORD)

A document that ensures the orderly execution of approved policies, plans, and programs. HQDA 
EXORDs remain in effect until superseded or rescinded. OPR3 Legal 

(if appropriate) CSA G-3/5/7

HQDA Fragmentary Order 
(FRAGO)

Any change to an existing HQDA EXORD. HQDA FRAGOs remain in effect until supersededor
rescinded. OPR3 Legal 

(if appropriate) CSA G-3/5/7

1 HQDA Principal Officials will staff all new or revised DA administrative publications with the, ASA (FM&C), AASA, ASA (IE&E), and all HQDA Principal Officials who have assigned responsibilities and/or have 
oversight of responsibilities within the publication.
2 HQDA Principal Officials, Army commands, Army service component commands, and direct reporting units with assigned and/or oversight responsibility within the document or order.
3 The organization initiating a draft EXORD or FRAGO will complete requisite internal/external staffing, receive their Principal Official’s approval, and send to the Deputy Chief of Staff, G-3/5/7 for final review
before CSA approval.
4 The AASA approves Army general orders for awards and changes in regimental affiliation.

AASA – Administrative Assistant to SECARMY
APD – Army Publishing Directorate
OPR – Office of Primary Responsibility


